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MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


December  1978  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 
applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1979,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 


1467- MT  A1  Korzan,  P.  0.  Box  1251,  Tularosa,  N.  M.  88352 

(Dealer  in  Banknotes,  Philippine  Coins) 

1468- MT  Nick  Magnano,  P.  0.  Box  37C,  Pasadena,  Calif.  91104 

(German,  Italian  Emergency  Money;  Austria,  Italy, 

Germany,  Swiss  Commemoratives) 

1469  Cuneyt  Olcer 

1470  Phillip  R.  Pearson,  5115  Kester  Ave.,  Sherman  Oaks,  Cal.  91403 

(Br.  Commonwealth,  Western  Europe,  Coins  & Paper  Money) 

1471-MT  John  F.  Yarwood,  c/o  Wimmera  Base  Hospital,  Horsham, 

Victoria  3400,  Australia 

(French  Jetons,  Scandanavian  Coins  & Tokens) 

1472  Alan  G.  Kirios 

(Central  Asia) 

1473-MT  Edmund  Forwood 

(China  Cash  & Empire) 


Reinstatements : The  following  members  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

are  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

854-MT  Jayant  J.  Ruparel,  P.  0.  Box  42882,  Nairobi,  Kenya 
(East  Africa)  ' 

518-MT  Dr.  Seymour  H.  Yale,  155  North  Harbor  Drive,  Chicago,  111.  60601 
(Ottoman  Empire) 


Deceased: 

224  Rev.  Arthur  B.  Coole,  2.19  S.  Williams  St.,  Denver,  Colo.  80209 
455  Raymond  De  Vos,  Chateau  Perigord,  Monte  Carlo,  Monaco 


Error  in  "Dues  Proration  Notice":  Special  notice  tc  members  who  re- 

ceived a Dues  Proration  Notice.  The  last  line  of  your  proration  notice 
should  have  read  "Your  1979  dues  are  $10.00"  instead  of  "Your  1978 
dues  are  $10.00,  etc.". 

1979  Dues:  Have  you  paid  your  1979  dues  yet?  If  not,  we  urge  you 

to  get  them  in  as  soon  as  possible  so  as  not  to  miss  out  on  any  future 
NI  mailings.  Also,  how  about  adding  a donation,  if  possible? 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Donation  and 


Name 

Stated 

Value 

Preference  of  Use 

Abart,  Gerda 

$ 5.00 

Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

Abart , Rolland 

5.00 

Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

Benson,  Wm.  E. 

8.50 

Cash 

NI  Reference  Collection 

Bertolini,  Ernest  E. 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Betton,  James  L.  Ill 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Blackburn,  Charles  H. 

10.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Cohen,  Bertram  M. 

10.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

F und 

Ebert,  E.  D. 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

F und 

Edwards,  Kary  T. 

10.00 

Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

Eisen,  Stuart  T. 

3.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Engle,  Gordon  E. 

15.00 

Cash 

Senior  Memberships 

Fraley,  Marvin  L. 

5.00 

Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

Frank,  Raymond  A. 

10.00 

Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

Harding,  Rev.  James 

2.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Heaton,  Charles 

3.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

His,  George 

10.00 

Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

Hunter,  John 

4.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Kleckner  , Donald  S. 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Kline,  William 

1.50 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Major,  Wm.  H. 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Morrison,  Charles  N. 

10.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Ott,  Thomas  W. 

2.50 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Panish,  Charles  K. 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Rockwell,  Thomas  P. 

5.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Smith,  Dr.  David  S. 

10.00 

Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

Stockman,  Kristian 

3.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Till,  Frank  L. 

6.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Toll,  Edward 

10.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

Wilken,  Chris  R.,  Jr. 

15.00 

Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

•kk  kkk 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  members  who  have  donated 
material  to  the  NI  Library.  An  asterisk  (*)  indicates  those  books 
which  have  not  been  previously  listed.  The  letters  "ne"  indicate  dif- 
ferent editions  of  books  already  on  the  shelves. 

Brandes,  Fred 

* CANADIAN  NUMIS.  PUB.  INST.  A Guide  Book  of  Canadian  Coins,  Cur- 

rency & Tokens.  Pub.  1958,  152pp,  illus. 

* MYNTEX.  Finland’ s Mynt  och  Sedlar  1860-1968 . Pub.  1968,  30pp, 

illus . 

* LISMORE,  THOMAS.  The  Coinage  of  Cuba  1870  to  date.  Pub.  1966, 

47pp,  illus. 
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Brandes  , Fred  (Continued): 


* RULAU,  RUSSELL  & HOOK,  MARY  JANE.  Modem  World  Mintmarks.  Pub. 

1970,  40pp,  not  illus. 

* CRAIG,  ALAN  D.  The  Coins  of  Korea  and  an  Outline  of  Early  Chinese 

Coinage.  Pub.  1955,  96pp,  illus. 

* PARAMOUNT  INT.  COIN  CORP . FAO  Coin  Plan  1968-1970.  Pub.  1969, 

8pp,  illus. 

* LOEB,  WALTER  M.  Catalog  of  Paper  Money  Around  the  World.  Pub. 

1961,  75pp,  illus. 

* SIGLER,  PHARES  0.  Strange  Money  of  the  World.  Pub.  1960,  36pp, 

illus . 

* RAYMOND,  WAYTE.  The  Coins  of  South  America , Silver  and  Copper. 

Pub.  1942,  44pp,  illus. 

* BRODIN,  J.  A.  CHINA.  Coins  of  Wang  Mang  and  the  Manchu  Dynasty. 

Pub.  1963,  20pp,  illus. 

* VOGT,  G.  W.  The  Coins  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  1823-1905  and 

the  Empire  of  Maximilian  1864-1867 . Pub.  1976,  85pp,  illus. 

An  update  of  Neil  Utberg's  work  by  the  same  title. 

* CRISWELL,  GROVER  C.  & CRISWELL,  CLARENCE  L.  Confederate  and 

Southern  State  Currency.  Pub.  1957,  277pp,  illus,  w/price  list. 

NOTE:  In  addition  to  the  above,  Fred  also  donated  an  additional 

39  books  which  complement  those  already  on  the  Library 
shelves. 


Hunter,  John 

* KAIM,  REINHOLD.  Russland-Serie-Spezial 3 Vol.  3,  Die  Munzen  des 
Zaren  Alexander  III , 1881-1894 . Pub.  1978,  80pp,  illus. 

(See  a review  of  this  book  under  BOOK  REVIEWS  in  this  issue.) 

Persing,  Christa 

ne  RENTZMANN,  WILHELM.  Numismatisches  Legenden-Lexicon.  Reprinted 
1978,  490pp,  not  illus.  The  most  current  reprint  of  the  1865 
work  on  abbreviations  and  legends. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  extend  our  thanks  to 
NI  members  W.  A.  Haskell  and  Richard  Eckhoff  for  the  donation  of  maga- 
zines and  catalogs  to  the  Library. 

III.  There  has  been  some  discussion  over  the  past  few  months  about  the 
publishing  of  an  up-to-date  NI  LIBRARY  LIST.  Your  librarian  has  been 
been  in  opposition  to  this  for  several  reasons.  First  is  the  cost  and 
labor  involved.  Secondly,  only  approximately  10%  of  the  membership  use 
the  library,  though  they  admittedly  use  if  heavily.  Thirdly,  due  to 
the  excellent  flow  of  donations  the  list  would  become  outdated  the 
moment  it  is  typed  and  thus  require  a subsequent  reprint  at  a higher 
cost  for  a limited  number  of  users.  The  Library  is  not  small.  There 
is  well  over  a thousand  volumes  (not  including  magazines  and  catalogs) 
resting  on  about  176  feet  of  bookshelf  space.  By  the  end  of  the  third 
quarter  we  had  received  1147  catalogs,  823  magazines  and  newspapers, 
and  247  books  at  an  estimated  value  of  $2,271.40.  This  is  just  nine 
months  growth  and  is  indicative,  to  me,  of  the  difficulty  in  keeping  a 
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list  current.  True,  a library  list  is  an  excellent  advertisement  for 
NI  but  the  cost  should  be  seriously  considered.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  a new  list  should  never  be  printed,  but  your  librarian  hopes  that 
when  it  is  published  it  will  be  along  the  lines  now  adopted  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  in  using  a computer  readout  to  allow 
for  quick  update  and  cheaper  printing. 

In  the  meantime  let  me  repeat  what  I have  said  earlier.  If  you  need 
a book  ask  for  it  without  reference  to  the  list.  If  we  have  it,  it 
will  be  sent.  If  we  do  not  have  it,  we  will  send  the  request  on  to 
the  other  libraries  in  the  Library  Exchange  program  or  I will  look  it 
up  in  the  library  catalogues  of  other  numismatic  organizations  and  ad- 
vise you.  If  you  do  not  know  the  name  of  a book,  give  me  the  subject 
of  your  interest  and  I will  search  our  subject  files  for  what  we  have 
and  forward  the  same  to  you.  In  short,  while  we  are  trying  to  solve 
the  list  problem,  if  we  can  be  of  any  help  to  you  in  your  research, 
please  ask. 

IV.  This  ends  the  calendar  year  1978.  Your  librarian  wishes  to  thank 
again  those  members  who  have  generously  donated  books,  catalogs,  and 
magazines;  and  to  all  of  you  who  have  used  the  library,  it  has  been  a 
pleasure  serving  you. 

*******************  *********************  ***********************  ******* 


W.  A.  HASKELL  MANS  "NI  TABLE"  AT  HEIDELBERG  COIN  & STAMP  SHOIJ 

NI  member  Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  Show  Chairman  of  the  Heidelberg  Coin 
and  Stamp  Show  this  past  September,  reported  that  NI  was  given  a free 
table  to  promote  membership.  The  table  was  manned  by  W.  A.  Haskell 
of  Klein  Bieberau,  Germany.  The  success  of  the  undertaking  is  shown 
this  month  by  some  new  membership  applications  from  the  Heidelberg, 
Germany  area  and  it  is  hoped  more  will  be  coming  in  later.  Member 
Haskell  had  been  furnished  an  ample  supply  of  back  issues  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN , application  blanks,  library  lists  and  other  material  to 
help  in  the  promotion  of  NI . 

44  dealers  and  collectors  displayed  130  meters  of  their  coins,  paper 
money,  medals,  tokens,  etc.  at  the  show. 

NI  member  Joseph  Boling  of  Heidelberg,  co-author  with  NI  member  Fred 
Schwan  of  the  new  book  WORLD  WAR  II  MILITARY  CURRENCY , sold  copies 
of  the  new  publication,  along  with  duplicate  coins  and  paper  money 
from  his  Japanese  and  Korean  collection. 

The  show  was  a rousing  success  with  all  dealers  stating  they  had  good 
sales . 

Preparations  are  already  underway  for  the  next  show  on  1 April  1979. 
Replacing  Show  Chairman  Daniel,  who  will  be  returning  to  the  United 
States  this  December,  will  be  Dwight  Carnes.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
Postfach  2644  , D-69  Heidelberg  1 , West  Germany,  for  information  on  the 
pext  show. 

NI  members  worldwide  are  urged  to  promote  NI  at  your  local  shows  and 
can  receive  the  necessary  materials  by  writing  the  Membership  Chairman. 
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IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


Bud  Butterworth,  2115  West  Long  17th,  North  Little  Rock,  AR  72114  sent 
the  below  note  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo  in  for  help.  The  denomination 
of  "One  Joe"  is  interesting  and  Bud  would  like  to  have  information  as 
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(3/4  Actual  Size) 


Dick  Hanscom,  P.  0.  Box  2832,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707  sent  us  the  below 
two  notes,  apparently  issued  by  a Norwegian  Coal  Company  on  Spitzbergen. 
Well  known  are  the  notes  and  tokens  of  Spitzbergen  issued  by  the  USSR 
Trust  "ARCTICUGOL"  (Arctic  Coal)  (NIB,  March  1978,  pp79-80),  but  Dick 
has  not  been  able  to  learn  anything  about  these  1970  and  1973  issues 
of  the  Norwegian  company.  Can  anyone  help  here? 


1970  Series  - Obverse 


1970  Series  - Reverse 
(Photos  approximately  3/4  actual  size) 
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1973  Series  - Obverse 
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2573  Series  - Reverse 
(Photos  approximately  3/4  actual  size) 

To  the  left  , for  information 
purposes  only,  is  a photo  of 
the  10  Kopeck  and  two  variet- 
ies of  the  50  Kopeck  USSR 
issues  of  the  Spitzbergen 
ARCTICUGOL  company.  The  50 
Kopecks  are  at  the  bottom  of 
the  photo,  with  the  10  above. 
The  normal  50  Kopeck  is  to 
the  left,  with  the  mule  var- 
iety which  was  struck  by  a 10 
Kopeck  die  in  error,  to  the 
right.  The  mule  variety  has 
a larger  star  and  smaller 
date  figures. 
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j-ROM  THE^  MAILBOX 

Applauds  "Decolonization  of  the  British  Empire"  article 

Congratulations  to  Peter  Kraneveld  on  a most  timely  article  in  the 
November  issue. 

This  should  be  of  real  value  and  interest  not  only  to  the  "British 
Empire"  collectors,  but  also  to  many  general  or  world  collectors. 

Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 

Weeping  Water,  Nebraska 


Corrects  German  listings  in  Exchange  Rates  article 

The  two  Germany  listings  in  the  Exchange  Rates  article  of  Jerry  Remick’ 
published  in  the  June  1978  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  are  not  correct. 

While  "Germany  (East)  - ostmark"  and  "Germany  (West)  - mark"  are  usual 
in  colloquial  language,  the  correct  descript  ions  are  "German  Democratic- 
Republic  - mark"  and  "Germany,  Federal  Republic  - mark",  actually 
"Deutsche  Mark  (German  mark)". 


Klaus  Persing 

Hal  le-Neus  tad  t , German  Democratic- 
Republic 


Comments  on  "Coin  Notes  of  Travels  in  Arabian  Lands  During  1761-1767" 

May  I be  permitted  to  comment  on  Mr.  Jurgen  Nikeska's  article  "Coin 
Notes  of  Travels  in  Arabian  Lands  During  1761-1767"  (NIB,  June  1978, 
P196) . 

About  the  Egyptian  coinage  in  the  18th  century,  a general  description 
for  publication  in  the  Bulletin  is  submitted  separately  (Ed:  To  be 

published  in  a subsequent  issue.). 

With  regards  to  the  coins  of  Yemen,  the  following  should  be  noted: 

1.  The  Craig  catalog  took  over  the  designation  "divani"  from  the 
Fonrobert  catalog  (l).  The  divani  was  one  of  the  names  used 
sometimes  for  the  Egyptian  med i n (2),  or  para.  It  is  also 
mentioned  by  v.Schrotter  under  "Kharaz"  (3). 

2.  Under  the  heading  "Kehir"  v.Schrotter  gives  a very  detailed 
description  about  t he  coins  of  Yemen.  It  is  quite  obvious 
that  the  situation  was  very  confused.  The  Komassi  was  either 
a silver  (billon)  or  a copper  coin.  v.Schrotter  gives  several 
references,  like  Kelly  (6)  and  others  including  Niebuhr.  It 
is  suggested  not  to  change  the  name  divani  unless  Arabic 
manuscripts  turn  up  which  may  shed  light  on  the  matter. 


3.  With  regards  to  Mr.  Nikeska's  researches  I would  like  to  draw 
attention  (to)  a number  of  points: 

a.  There  are  numerous  traveller's  accounts  mentioning  coins. 

b.  Many  of  these  books,  if  not  all,  have  already  been  used  in 
the  past  by  various  researchers. 

c.  A good  reference  in  this  direction  is:  L.  A.  Meyer.  A 

Bibliography  of  Moslem  Numismatics.  London  1954. 

(1)  Adolph  Weyl.  Verzeichnis  von  Munzen  und  Denkmiinzen  der  Erdteile 

Australien s Asien , Afrika...  der  Jules  Fonrobertschen  Sammlung. 

Berlin  1878.  Nos.  4989-5003. 

(2)  Andre  Raymond.  Artisans  et  Comerqants  au  Caire  au  XVIIIe  siecle. 

Damascus  1973.  Vol  1,  p35. 

(3)  Friedrich  v.Schrotter.  Worterbuch  der  Munzkunde.  Leipzig  1930, 

P305 . 

(4)  loc.cit.  p.302. 

(5)  P.  Kelly.  The  Universal  Cambist.  1823. 

Samuel  Lachman 
Haifa,  Israel 


Discusses  I.  C.  G.  Campbell' s article  on  "Indian  Counterfeits" 

The  May  (1978)  issue  of  (the)  NIB  has  just  arrived.  Therein  I find  a 
note  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  about  Indian  counterfeits.  Therein  he  has 
referred  (to)  me  twice  and  I feel  that  I owe  an  explanation  to  the 
readers  of  (the)  NIB. 

It  is  a well  known  fact  in  this  country  that  there  are  a few  people 
who  are  notorious  for  their  counterfeiting  ancient  coins.  The  counter- 
feiting of  the  Gandharian  coins  - bent-bar  punched  marked  coins  and 
Indo-Greek  coins  was  noticed  long  back  by  Major-General  A.  Cunningham 
and  he  has  referred  to  it  in  his  writings.  So,  the  counterfeit  bent-bar 
coins  ar?  not  new  to  us.  In  fact  most  of  the  bent-bars  that  are  being 
smuggled  out  of  India  are  modern  forgeries  and  who-so-ever  purchases 
them,  should  do  so,  understanding  that  in  most  cases  they  would  not  be 
genuine.  If  I suggest  that  bent-bar  coins  coming  from  Indian  sources, 
should  be  outright  rejected,  I would  not  be  doing  any  harm  to  the 
Indian  numismatics.  Those  bent-bars  coming  from  Pakistan  and  Afghani- 
stan may  not  all  be  forged;  but  one  should  have  them  with  caution. 

With  these  words,  I would  like  to  add  that  I am  not  the  least  surprised 
if  the  bent-bars,  which  Campbell  refers  as  Gandhara  punch-marked  coins, 
that  came  to  ( the)  Olivia  collection  were  forged.  But  I failed  to 
understand  what  Campbell  meant  by  saying  that  they  are  illustrated  in 
PI.  I,  No.  4 of  my  book  COINS.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  the  coin 
illustrated  by  me  is  fake  or  that  the  coins  that  came  to  him  are  simi- 
lar to  the  one  illustrated  by  me?  So  far  the  coin  illustrated  by  me  is 
concerned,  I have  no  doubt  that  it  is  a genuine  coin.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  the  coin  might  have  been  used  at  some  stage,  before 
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coming  to  its  present  deposit,  as  the  original  for  moulds  for  casting 
fake  coins.  But  I cannot  say  anything  about  it.  I have  no  knowledge 
of  it . 

Then  Rev.  Campbell  has  added  to  his  note  that  he  bought  a small  hoard 
last  year  and  I pronounced  them  interesting  and  genuine.  During  my 
visit  to  Lincoln  last  year,  I was  shown  by  him  the  Olivia  Collection 
and  the  Collection  of  Nebraska  University.  I found  some  coins  in  them 
interesting;  but  I do  not  remember  to  have  pronounced  any  opinion 
about  them.  But  if  I had  said  them  to  be  genuine,  I repeat  in  my  firm 
belief  that  they  would  be  genuine. 

I hope  the  readers  would  not  misunderstand  me  by  what  Rev.  Campbell 
has  said. 


Parmeshwari  Lai  Gupta 
Varanasi,  India 


Rev.  Campbell  comments  on  Dr.  Gupta'a  letter  above 

I am  sorry  that  Dr.  Gupta  has  misread  my  text.  The  counterfeit  Gandhara 
punch-marked  coins  to  which  I had  reference  in  my  May  article  is  a 
counterfeit  of  the  same  type  of  Gandhara  coins  which  Dr.  Gupta  illus- 
trates in  his  book  and  was  to  that  type  that  I had  reference,  not  to 
the  coin  illustrated,  about  which  I know  nothing.  I would  suppose  it 
to  be  a bold  person  who  would  pronounce  a coin  a counterfeit,  simply 
by  looking  at  a printed  photograph,  unless  the  fake  was  a very  glaring 
one.  I know  I could  not. 


Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
Weeping  Water,  Nebraska 

* ****************************  -k-k-k-k-k-k-k  ****************************  ****** 

EDITOR'S  CORNER 

Our  authors  have  been  good  to  me  and  it  is  most  appreciated.  I must 
extend  apologies  to  some  of  them  for  what  must  seem  a long  delay  in 
seeing  their  work  in  print.  1 try  to  keep  a good  subject  mixv  as  much 
as  possible  each  month,  so  it  causes  some  articles  to  be  unusually 
delayed  when  I have  several  on  hand  covering  the  same  numismatic  area. 
Below  is  a partial  listing  of  works  I have  on  hand,  ready  to  be  printed: 

"The  Egyptian  Coinage  of  the  18th  Century",  by  Samuel  Lachman 
"The  Medin",  by  Samuel  Lachman 

"Assaywise  List  of  Gold  Coins  in  Circulation  When  the  British  Took 
Occupation  in  India",  by  Narendra  S.  Sengar 
"A  Zoo  in  your  Pocket",  by  0.  D.  Cresswell 

"Gold  Issues  of  the  Turkish  Republic",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
"East  Asian  Minting  Techniques:  the  other  tradition",  by  Daniel  Cruson 

"Starting  a Banknote  Hobby",  by  .Jerry  Remick 
"British  Sumatra",  by  Stuart  T.  Eisen 

In  addition,  I have  several  articles  on  notgeld  (for  printing  one  a month) 
plus  a number  yet  to  list,  plus  some  published  in  the  August  1978  issue. 
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The  Treasure  of  1715 

by  John  L.  Beerensson,  Indialantio , Florida,  NI  # 1393 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  July  1715  hurricane  disaster  which  de- 
stroyed ten  Spanish  treasure  galleons  off  the  coast  of  Florida.  Like- 
wise, much  has  been  written  about  Kip  Wagner,  the  Real  Eight  Company, 

Mel  Fisher,  and  Treasure  Salvors  Inc.,  the  discoverors  of  the  remains 
of  the  devastated  fleet. 

Unfortunately,  little  has  been  written  about  the  numismatic  aspects 
of  the  treasure  recoveries.  What  has  been  written  is  generally  vague 
in  context.  Two  notable  exceptions  are  the  auction  catalogs  of  Hans 
M.  F.  Schulman,  November  1972,  and  Bowers  & Ruddy,  February  1977. 

Both  catalogs  provide  a wealth  of  information  about  the  coins  of  the 
1715  Fleet. 

The  following  is  an  attempt  to  expand  upon  the  writings  of  others  and 
to  introduce  the  reader  to  a fascinating  series  of  coins  whose  romance, 
intrigue  and  historical  significance  is  paramount. 

The  coins  recovered  from  the  wrecks  are  referred  to  as  "cobs".  The 
word  is  believed  to  be  derived  from  the  Spanish  "cabo  de  barra",  or 
"end  of  the  bar",  a term  describing  a step  in  the  production  of  the 
coins.  Both  gold  and  silver  coins  were  handmade,  handcut  and  hand- 
stamped.  Crude  bars  of  gold  and  silver  were  cut  into  planchets  of  a 
weight  generally  consistent  with  the  legal  requirements  of  the  time. 

The  obverse  was  inscribed  with  the  shield,  and  the  reverse  was  in- 
scribed with  the  cross.  So  long  as  any  portion  of  the  shield  was 
visible,  the  coin  was  legal  tender. 

The  attention  given  to  the  striking  of  gold  was  far  greater  than  that 
devoted  to  the  silver.  The  gold  is  generally  round  and  has  far  more 
detail  showing.  Gold  was  first  struck  in  the  New  World  at  the  Santa 
Fe  de  Bogota  (Colombia)  Mint.  Most  accepted  references  state  1627  as 
the  year  the  mint  was  established  and  gold  first  struck.  However, 
the  Bogota  silver  coins  recovered  from  the  ATOCHA  which  sank  in  1622 
certainly  indicate  that  the  mint  was  in  operation  as  early  as  1621- 
1622.  Accordingly,  gold  may  have  been  struck  prior  to  1627. 

Gold  was  not  minted  in  any  quantity  until  possibly  the  1690's.  Even 
though  the  Mexico  City  Mint  first  struck  gold  in  1679,  examples  prior 
to  the  early  1690 's  remain  very  difficult  to  locate.  Lima  first  struck 
gold  in  1696,  and  Cuzco  (Peru)  struck  gold  for  only  a few  months  in 
1698.  It  is  estimated  that  during  the  twenty-six  year  period  of  1690 
to  1715,  less  than  300,000  gold  coins  were  minted  in  the  New  World. 

Most  of  the  coins  were  shipped  back  to  Spain  for  later  remelting.  The 
coins  "lost"  at  sea  were  usually  not  lost  very  long,  since  most  were 
recovered  by  the  Spaniards  and  forwarded  to  Spain  to  meet  the  same  re- 
melting fate.  The  Spaniards  were  excellent  salvors  of  gold.  The  sal- 
vage of  the  1733  Fleet  in  the  Florida  Keys  was  so  thorough  that  little 
gold  remained  for  modern  day  salvors. 
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Numismatists  can  thank  nature  that  the  waters  off  Florida's  mid-east 
coast  are  relatively  turbulent  and  are  not  as  condusive  to  salvaging 
as  the  waters  in  the  Keys.  The  Spaniards  left  at  least  7500  gold 
coins  on  the  1715  wrecks  for  modern  day  salvors  to  recover  and  give 
to  the  numismatic  world. 


MEXICO  CITY  MINT 


Approximately  80%  of  the  gold  recovered  was  minted  in  Mexico  City.  As 
would  be  expected,  the  majority,  about  75%,  of  the  gold  was  struck  in 
1713  and  1714.  Few  1715  coins  were  recovered.  Although  the  Fleet  de- 
parted for  Spain  in  July,  it  was  months  behind  schedule;  hence  the 
loading  of  coins  from  the  Mexico  City  Mint  occurred  early  in  1715 
thereby  explaining  the  scarcity  of  this  date. 

The  earliest  dated  piece  recovered  was  a four  escudos  of  1693. 

The  following  table  will  assist  in  indicating  relative  date  and  denom- 
ination distributions.  The  table  is  on  an  index  or  percent  basis; 
i.e.  the  total  of  100  represents  100%  of  the  estimated  6000  Mexican 
gold  coins  recovered. 


Denomination 


Date 

1 Es. 

2 Es. 

4 Es . 

8 Es. 

Total 

1600-1699 

2 

* 

1 

1 

4 

1700-1710 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

1711 

4 

* 

1 

k 

5 

1712 

4 

1 

2 

l 

8 

1713 

2 

3 

15 

6 

26 

1714 

13 

20 

6 

10 

49 

1715 

* 

* 

* 

1 

1 

Totals 

27 

26 

27 

20 

100 

* Specimens  exist,  however  scarcity  precludes 
index  listing. 

As  previously  described,  the  coinage  was  irregularly  struck.  It  is  a 
rare  coin  that  has  all  the  details  and  legends  clearly  inscribed.  The 
few,  less  than  25,  perfectly  round  and  perfectly  struck  coins  salvaged 
are  referred  to  as  "Royals".  These  are  definitely  presentation  pieces, 
and  most  authorities  ascribe  to  the  theory  that  these  coins  were  speci- 
ally struck  for  the  Spanish  kings;  hence,  the  name  "Royal". 


The  following  denominations  and  dates  of  Royal  were  salvaged: 

8 Escudos  of  1702,  1714  and  1715 

4 Escudos  of  1711 

2 Escudos  of  1712 

1 Escudo  of  1714 

Of  the  "everyday"  intended  strikings,  approximately  15%  are  dated  to 
some  degree.  Only  a small  percentage  show  a full  date.  It  is  therefore 
important  for  the  student  of  this  series  of  coins  to  be  able  to  recog- 
nize the  date  of  striking  even  though  no  date  is  present  on  the  coin. 
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From  the  relatively  few  full  dated  specimens  recovered,  a description 
of  shield  and  cross  variations  can  be  formulated  to  assist  in  attrib- 
uting dates  of  minting. 


Basic  Shield  of  Philip  V 


Upper  Left  Corner:  Lions  & Castles  of  Leon 

and  Castile. 

Small  Triangle  Below  above:  Arms  of  Granada 

(Pomegranate) . 

Upper  Center:  Palets  of  Aragon. 

Upper  Right  Corner:  Saltire  of  the  Kingdoms 

of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

Left  of  Center:  Fess  of  Austria. 

Center:  Bourbon  Shield. 

Right  of  Center:  Arms  of  Burgundy. 

Bottom  Left:  Bendlets  of  the  low  countries. 

Center  Bottom:  Lion  of  Flanders  and  Eagle 

of  Tyrol. 

Bottom  Right:  Lion  of  Brabant. 


1714-1715 


Early  1714 
Type  1 


Mid  1714 
Type  2 


Mid  1714 
Type  3 


Mid  1714 
Type  4 


Late  1714 
Type  5 


1714-1715 


The  primary  difference  between  the  1715  and  1714  strikings  is  the  crown 
style,  coupled  with  the  two  Fleur-de-Lis  in  the  Arms  of  Burgundy.  Al- 
though the  1714  Type  5 style  has  two  Fleur-de-Lis,  the  differences  be- 
tween the  Saltire  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  coupled  with 
the  diamond  between  "M"  and  "J"  enable  us  to  distinguish  between  the 
two  dates. 
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The  1714  Type  4 is  the  style  used  to  strike  the  1714  dated  Royals. 
Non-royal  strikings  utilizing  this  style  are  known  but  are  scarce. 
The  Type  2 and  3 styles  are  similar  except  for  the  date  being  on  the 
reverse  for  Type  2 specimens,  and  the  date  being  over-struck  on  the 
obverse  for  Type  3.  Type  1 is  unique  in  that  the  Bendlets  of  the 
low  countries  has  only  two  lines. 


The  cross  style  is  unique  to  coins  struck  after  1713. 


Based  on  auction  catalogs  and  personal  observation,  it  is  estimated 
that  51%  of  the  1714  coins  are  Type  1,  21%  are  Type  2,  22%  are  Type 
3,  3%  are  Type  4 and  3%  are  Type  5. 

1713 


The  shield  style  is  unique  to  1713. 
It  is  a transition  shield.  Earlier 
shields  show  the  Arms  of  Granada 
(pomegranate)  in  a small  triangle 
between  the  lower  castle  and  lion 
left  of  the  Bourbon  shield.  The 
1714-15  crest  enlarged  and  high- 
lighted the  Bourbon  shield. 


0m 

IK  I t 


l Fleur- 
de-Lis 
Type  2 


The  Type  2,  far  scarcer  of  the  two 
varieties,  primarily  differs  from 
the  Type  1 in  that  there  are  two 

Fleur-de-Lis  in  the  Burgundy  arms,  the  Bourbon  shield  is  wider  and 
somewhat  disjointed,  and  the  Palets  of  Aragon  tend  to  extend  beyond 
the  shield  border  into  the  crown. 


1712 


Type  1 


Type  2 

Cross 

(Unique) 


Type  2 


The  Type  1 shield  is  more  often 
found  on  the  one  and  two  escudo 
pieces  while  the  Type  2 shield  is 
more  prevalent  on  the  four  and 
eight  escudo  pieces.  The  two 
types  is  the  number  of  Fleur-de-Lis. 
Both  style  of  crosses  are  inter- 
changeable with  shield  types,  with 
the  Type  2 cross  unique  to  1712. 

1712  was  the  last  year  the  Arms 
of  Granada  (pomegranate)  appear. 


1711 


The  tapered  presentation  of  the  shield,  coupled 
with  a single  line  in  the  Palets  of  Aragon 
primarily  distinguish  the  1711  from  the  1712 
coins.  Minor  differences  in  the  crown  can  also 
be  noted. 
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1700-1710 


X 


u c 


was  used  prior  to  1708 
with  this  style  cross  and  shield,  with  the 
1708-1710  period. 


This  style  of  cross  u 
junction  with  the  Bou 
permit  identity  of  co 
period.  Further,  if 
initial  is  visible,  a 
tive  identification  c 
Assayer  "J",  for  Jose 
Leon,  was  first  used 
Assayer  "L",  for  Mart 
Therefore,  it  can  be  concluded 

J"  initial 


sed  in  con- 
rbon  crest 
ins  of  this 
the  assayer 
more  defini- 
an  be  made. 

Eustaquio  de 
in  1708. 
in  Lopez, 
that  a coin 
is  of  the 


1690-1700 


Philip  V,  a Bourbon,  ascended  to  the  throne  after  the  death  of  Charles 
II,  a Hapsburg,  in  1700.  There  are  major  differences  between  the 
Hapsburg  and  Bourbon  crests.  Most  obvious  is  the  centralized  Bourbon 
shield  missing  on  all  pre-1700  coins.  Other  notable  differences  are 
reflected  in  the  locations  of  the  Lion  of  Flanders,  the  Eagle  of 
Tyrol,  and  the  Arms  of  Granada.  The  crown  style  also  greatly  differs 

The  Type  1 cross  is  unique  to  pre-1700  coins.  While  the  Type  2 
cross  closely  resembles  that  used  during  1700-1710,  minor  differences 
in  the  Fleur-de-Lis  can  be  observed. 

SANTA  FE  DE  BOGOTA  MINT 


Approximately  15%  of  the  gold  recovered  was  minted  in  Bogota.  Dated 
specimens  ranged  from  1654  through  1713.  As  with  the  coins  of  Mexico 
City,  only  a small  percentage  of  the  coins  are  dated  to  some  degree. 
Since  the  Bogota  Mint  can  be  said  to  have  produced  the  lowest  quality 
coins  of  any  colonial  mint,  a full  dated  specimen  is  a coin  of  great 
rarity . 

Since  Bogota  did  not  strike  eight  and  four  escudos  until  well  after 
1715,  all  coins  recovered  were  of  the  two  and  one  escudo  denominations 
The  one  escudo  piece  is  at  least  ten  to  twelve  times  rarer  than  the 
two  escudos.  The  only  reported  dated  one  escudo  (1710)  appeared  in 
the  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  auction  of  November  1972,  Lot  No.  659.  No 
other  salvaged  one  escudo  with  a visible  date  has  been  reported. 
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Therefore,  we  must  rely  almost  exclusively  on  the  dated  two  escudos 
to  attribute  shield  style  to  date  of  striking.  The  shield  is  critical 
to  dating  since  differences  in  cross  styles  are  too  minute  to  be  of 
much  assistance  in  date  attribution.  Of  note,  the  Bogota  shield  is 
unique  in  that  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II  (1665-1700),  the  Palets 
of  Aragon  disappear. 


1710-1713 


A 1715  two  escudos  is  reported  in  the  Bowers  & Ruddy 
auction  of  February  1977,  Lot  No.  5295.  However, 
close  examination  of  the  coin  indicates  a 1713  date. 
The  Bogota  "3"  and  "5"  of  this  period  are  very  simi- 
lar, but  the  reported  1715  date  too  closely  resembles 
other  known  1713 d ates . Although  this  shield  style 
probably  was  used  for  the  1714  and  1715  strikings,  the 
lack  of  salvaged  specimens  preclude  the  certainty  of 
the  belief. 


The  most  significant  characteristic  of  the  shield  is  that  the  die  would 
be  more  suitable  for  a four  escudos  planchet.  The  devices  appear  too 
large  for  the  two  escudo  planchet. 


1701-1709 


ft 

£ 

ft 

ft 

% 

Type  1 
No  Date 
Observed 


Type  2 
1705 


1703,  1704,  1705  1701 

1708,  1709  1706 


1701 


Dates  observed  for  each  s tyle  of  shield  are  indicated. 

There  is  a basic  similarity  in  the  Saltire  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples 
and  Sicily.  Except  for  the  interchangeability  of  lions  and  castles, 
and  dot  usage,  there  is  a common  attribute  in  that  the  field  lines  do 
not  extend  fully  to  the  borders. 

1694-1699 


ft 

% 

'fjr 

ft 

Type  1 
1698 


1697 


As  with  the  shield  types  of  the  1701-1709  period,  the  Saltire  of  the 


394 


Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily  is  critical  to  the  identification  of 
coins  of  the  1694-1699  period.  The  field  lines  for  this  period  extend 
fully  to  the  borders.  Other  key  differences  are  the  inclusion  of  the 
Fess  of  Austria,  the  Bendlets  of  the  low  countries.  Lion  of  Brabant, 
and  the  Arms  of  Granada. 


Although  no  coins  dated  1692,  1693,  and  1700  have  been  reported,  it 
is  conjectured  that  the  shield  style  for  these  dates  would  fall 
within  this  group. 


1654-1691 


The  differences  are  major  between  this  shield 
style  and  all  preceding  styles.  The  Palets  of 
Aragon  are  visible.  The  Saltire  of  the  Kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily  differs  significantly. 
Further,  the  quality  in  die  workmanship  for 
this  period  appears  to  be  far  better  than  in 
later  years. 

LIMA  AND  CUZCO  MINTS 


Approximately  5%  of  the  gold  recovered  was  minted  in  Peru.  The  Lima 
Mint  struck  coins  of  better  quality  than  either  Mexico  City  or  Bogota. 
The  coins  are  fairly  round,  clearly  struck,  and  are,  with  few  excep- 
tions, always  dated. 


The  obverse  design  in  unique  in  its  form,  reflecting  the  Pillars  of 
Hercules  motif  on  eight,  four  and  two  escudos  pieces,  and  the  Castle 
of  Castile  on  the  one  escudo  piece.  The  date  is  more  or  less  center- 
ed within  these  motifs.  Accordingly,  date  attribution  rarely  presents 
a problem. 

Many  different  dates  were  salvaged  from  the  wrecks,  ranging  from 
1696,  the  first  year  of  gold  minting,  through  1713.  Of  note,  the 
coins  primarily  salvaged  were  of  the  eight  and  two  escudos  denomin- 
ations. The  four  and  one  escudo  pieces  are  quite  rare,  the  number 
of  each  denomination  found  being  less  than  twelve  to  fifteen. 


The  Cuzco  Mint  during  the  Spanish  Colonial  period  operated  for  less 
than  six  months  in  1698.  Prior  to  the  1715  Fleet  recoveries,  only 
one  Cuzco  specimen  was  known,  a two  escudos.  To  date,  approximately 
twenty-five  two  escudos  have  been  found,  as  well  as  two,  possibly 
three,  one  escudo  specimens.  The  Cuzco  one  escudo  is  considered  to 
be  the  "King"  of  the  treasure  coins. 

For  the  adventurous  reader  who  may  decide  to  go  on  a treasure  hunt 
after  reading  this  article,  your  goal  may  be  to  find  another  specimen 
of  the  Cuzco  one  escudo.  Good  luck! 


********************************************************************* 


War  Horses  on 

German-Austrian 

Notgeld 

by  W.  A.  Haskell,  Modautal,  Klein  Bieberau,  Germany,  NI  #LM15 

Of  the  many  recurring  motifs  or  themes  on  notgeld  of  the  German  and 
Austrian  inflation  period,  one  of  the  most  common  is  horses,  especial- 
ly horses  in  war  or  battle.  For  example,  the  Munich  suburb  of  Passing 
represents  St.  George  on  horseback  slaying  the  mythical  dragon  on  a 


Passing,  SO  Pfennigs 

"Kreigsnotgeld"  note  for  50  Pfennigs  issued  September  1,  1918.  It  is 
a colorful  little  note  of  bright  red,  green,  blue  and  black. 

The  city  of  Immenstadt,  in  the  Allgau  of  south  Germany,  issued  a 50 
Pfennig  note  dated  April  1,  1918  showing  German  mountain  troops 
(Gebirgstruppe)  with  pack  horses  high  in  the  mountains.  It  too  is 
a colorful  note  of  browns  and  green  on  olive  green  with  red  and  black 
lettering . 
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Allgau,  50  Pfennig 


The  city  of  Rathenow,  located  between  Stendal  and  Berlin  in  East 
Germany,  issued  a series  of  notes  showing  the  Rathenow  hussar  cavalry 
in  action;  called  the  "Hussar  series"  it  was  issued  in  1921  in  50, 

75,  80  and  90  Pfennig  notes,  all  multi-colored. 


Rathenow , 80  Pfennig 
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Stolpe , Blusher  's  Life  Series  Bote 


Stolpe,  BlUaher's  Rusar  Series  Bote 


Similarly,  Stolpe,  in  the  former  German  province  of  Pomnern  (now  part 
of  Poland),  issued  two  series  of  notes  on  Prussian  Field  Marshal 
Gebhard  von  Blilcher's  life  (1742-1819)  and  troops  known  respectively 
as  the  "BlUcher's  Life  Series"  and  the  "Blucher  Husar  Series".  One 
of  each  is  shown  here.  Blues,  purples,  with  red  and  gold  highlights 
make  these  a very  colorful  group  of  notes.  BlUcher  is  probably 
best  known  outside  Germany  for  his  timely  arrival  with  his  troops  at 
Waterloo  which  contributed  to  the  final  defeat  of  Napoleon.  These 
notes  were  issued  in  1922. 
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Friesack , 75  Pfennig 


Friesack,  in  the  Prussian  province  of  Brandenburg,  issued  a histor- 
ical series  of  notgeld  in  1921,  depicting  important  moments  of  its 
past  as  shown  in  this  siege  scene  from  the  Middle  Ages  on  the  75 
Pfennig  note  dated  November  1921.  Friesack  is  also  now  in  East 
Germany . 


ft 


The  town  of  Torgau  in  Saxony,  also  part  of  East  Germany  today,  issued 
a series  of  blue  and  gold  notgeld  in  1921,  denominated  in  5,  10,  25, 
and  50  Pfennig,  one  of  which  is  shown  above.  On  the  obverse  is  a view 
of  Castle  Hartenfels,  and  on  the  reverse  a knight  in  full  armor  on 
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horseback.  Torgau,  located  on  the  Elbe  River,  was  host  to  an  officers 
prisoner  of  war  camp  in  the  First  World  War,  which  also  issued  not - 
geld.  It  was  reportedly  the  headquarters  of  a penal  battalion  in  the 
Second  World  War. 


St.  Pantaleorij  50  Heller 


A small  village  in  Upper  Austria  (Ober  Osterreich),  St.  Pantaleon, 
near  Linz,  named  for  a Christian  martyr  of  the  4th  century  (and 
patron  of  doctors),  issued  a series  of  notgeld  in  1920,  denominated 
in  10,  20  and  50  Heller.  They  are  rather  handsome  notes,  and  on  the 
50  Heller  note  is  shown  a knight  in  full  armor,  with  lance  and  shield, 
mounted  on  horseback,  flanked  by  two  other  armed  knights.  The  re- 
verse shows  the  parish  church  which  is  dedicated  to  the  town's  name- 
sake saint  and  dates  from  the  12th  century. 

This  is  a small  sampling  of  a possible  collection  of  notgeld  on  war 
horses.  There  are,  of  course,  many  more  to  be  found  among  the  count- 
less notgeld  issues. 
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The  Severans  of  Rome 

by  Robert  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

With  the  murder  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Commodus  on  the  night  of  December 
31st,  192  A.D.,  the  stage  was  set  for  a storybook  struggle  that  would 
end  in  the  founding  of  a dynasty.  Pertinax,  the  Perfect  of  the  City 
of  Rome,  reluctantly  accepted  the  throne  when  it  was  offered  to  him 
by  the  murderers  of  Commodus.  His  reforms  instituted  as  the  new 
Emperor  made  him  immediately  unpopular  and  after  a reign  of  only  86 
days  he  was  murdered  by  mutinous  Praetorian  Guards.  The  Praetorians 
then  announced  that  they  would  "elect"  as  Emperor  the  man  who  would 
pay  the  highest  price.  Didius  Julianus,  a wealthy  senator,  offered 
each  of  the  soldiers  25,000  Sestertii  in  the  following  auction  and 
was  duly  declared  Emperor.  After  this  shameful  elevation,  the  gover- 
nor of  Upper  Pannonia,  Septimius  Severus,  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by 
the  troops  at  Carnuntum.  Another  contender  for  the  purple  was  Pescen- 
nius  Niger,  governor  of  Syria,  who  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by  his 
troops  after  the  murder  of  Pertinax.  Didius  Julianus  heard  that 
Severus  was  marching  on  Rome  and  sent  emmissaries  in  several  fruitless 
attempts  at  negotiation  with  Severus,  but  after  these  failed  he  was 
deserted  by  the  Praetorians  and  deposed  by  the  senate.  Didius  then 
sought  refuge  in  his  deserted  palace,  but  he  was  found  by  agents  of 
Severus  and  beheaded  on  the  2nd  of  June  after  a reign  of  66  days. 
Having  secured  Rome,  Severus  turned  his  attention  to  his  rival  in 
the  east,  and  defeated  the  forces  of  Pescennius  Niger,  who  fled  to- 
wards the  Euphrates,  but  he  was  overtaken  and  executed  also.  Severus 
now  turned  his  attention  to  Britain,  where  Clodius  Albinus,  governor 
of  Britain,  had  been  saluted  as  Augustus  by  his  troops.  Severus  de- 
feated the  forces  from  Britain  at  Lugdunum  (Lyons)  on  February  19th, 
197  A.D.  Clodius  Albinus  then  committed  suicide,  thus  leaving  Sep- 
timus Severus  undisputed  ruler  of  the  Roman  world. 

Septimius  was  a soldier  of  outstanding  ability  and  from  a senatorial 
family,  but  much  of  his  success  as  a good  ruler  came  from  his  second 
wife  Julia  Domna.  His  first  wife,  Marcia,  died  long  before  he  became 
Emperor.  Septimus  had  heard  of  his  second  wife  before  he  ever  met 
her  and  long  before  he  became  Emperor.  Julia's  horoscope  was  such 
that  she  firmly  believed  that  she  would  be  the  wife  of  a King,  and 
this  story  so  intriquedSeptimius , that  he  wanted  to  meet  her.  The 
beautiful  Julia  was  not  only  witty  and  eloquent,  but  she  had  a bril- 
liant intellect  and  Septimius  often  consulted  her  on  matters  of  state 
and  was  frequently  guided  by  her  wise  counsel. 

The  first  of  their  two  sons,  Caracalla,  became  joint  Emperor  with 
his  father  in  198  and  the  youngest  son,  Geta,  was  raised  to  this  rank 
of  Augustus  in  209.  It  was  Septimius'  wish  that  the  empire  would  be 
ruled  jointly  by  his  two  sons  with  no  noticeable  change  after  his 
death.  Severus  even  took  his  sons  with  him  on  his  many  successful 
campaigns  on  the  borders  of  the  empire.  He  taught  them  the  arts  of 
ruling  first  hand,  and  in  208  they  went  to  Britian  to  subdue  the 
barbarians  from  the  north.  He  repaired  Hadrian's  wall  and  was 
successful  with  his  other  undertakings  in  Britain,  but  the  strains  of 
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the  trip  affected  his  health  and  he  died  at  York  on  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 211  A.D. 

In  212  A.D.  the  two  young  Emperors,  Caracalla  and  Geta  returned  to 
Rome,  and  started  negotiations  to  divide  the  empire  between  them,  but 
the  treacherous  Caracalla  murdered  his  brother  Geta  in  the  very  arms 
of  their  mother.  He  then  had  many  distinguished  Romans  put  to  death 
whom  he  thought  might  have  favoured  his  brother.  Caracalla  had  all 
statues  and  inscriptions  of  Geta  destroyed,  he  also  had  all  of  Geta's 
coins  melted  down  and  recoined  as  his  own  in  his  attempt  to  erase 
Geta’s  mark  from  everyone's  memory.  His  reign  was  marked  by  every 
extravagance  and  cruelty  known, and  in  his  wars,  more  was  gained  by 
treachery  than  by  force  of  arms.  He  was  assassinated  on  April  8,  217 
by  his  own  bodyguard,  at  the  instigation  of  Macrinus,  the  Praetorian 
Prefect.  Julia  Domna,  feeling  her  position  was  hopeless  after  her 
son's  murder,  committed  suicide  by  refusing  all  nourishment. 

Marcus  Opelius  Macrinus  took  the  name  Severus  to  be  more  acceptable 
by  the  people  of  Rome  when  he  was  proclaimed  Emperor  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing his  assassination  of  Caracalla.  The  two  men  were  campaigning 
in  Mesopotamia  when  Macrinus  learned  that  Caracalla  intended  to  de- 
stroy him,  so  Macrinus  struck  first.  A war  with  the  Parthians  fol- 
lowed immediately  and  Macrinus  was  soundly  defeated.  The  peace  terms 
he  made  were  so  unfavorable  to  the  Romans  that  Macrinus  was  at  once 
unpopular  at  home.  Trying  to  smooth  things  over  he  proclaimed  his 
nine  year  old  son  Diadumenian  joint  Emperor.  A conspiracy,  fostered 
by  Julia  Maesa  (sister  of  Julia  Domna)  in  favor  of  her  grandson 
Bassianus  (later  Emperor  Elagabalus)  caused  the  Syrian  army  to  break 
into  open  revot.  Marcinus  was  slain  in  the  ensuing  struggle  after  a 
reign  of  only  14  months.  His  young  son  Diadumenian  tried  to  escape 
to  Parthia,  but  was  captured  and  executed  after  reigning  only  a few 
weeks  as  Emperor. 

Caracalla's  cousin,  Elagabalus,  was  then  proclaimed  Emperor.  Ela- 
gabalus was  the  Hight  Priest  of  Heliogabalus , the  sun  god,  thus  his 
name  Elagabalus.  His  reign  was  notorious  for  religious  fanaticism, 
cruelty,  bloodshed  and  excesses  of  all  kinds.  So  there  was  general 
agreement  by  the  Romans,  when  the  Praetorian  Guards  killed  the 
Emperor.  Julia  Soaemias,  mother  of  Elagabalus  was  killed  with  her 
son  as  she  was  the  real  ruler  of  Rome.  Julia  even  picked  her  son's 
three  wives,  none  of  which  lasted  much  more  than  a year  as  Julia 
would  become  jealous  of  each  of  them  and  plotted  against  them.  Ela- 
gabalus was  only  seventeen  years  old  when  he  was  killed,  and  his 
reign  was  just  over  three  and  a half  years. 

Severus  Alexander,  a great  nephew  of  Septimus  Severus,  was  acknowledg 
ed  Emperor  by  the  Praetorian  Guards  and  confirmed  by  the  enraptured 
Senate  the  day  following  the  demise  of  Elagabalus.  Alexander  ruled 
the  empire  as  Septimus  Severus  had,  wisely  and  well  and  its  condition 
was  much  Improved  by  this  gentle  but  firm  ruler.  In  231  A.D.  trouble 
on  the  eastern  frontiers  compelled  him  to  take  to  the  field  against 
the  Parthians,  whom  he  defeated.  Similar  troubles  immediately  broke 
out  on  the  German  frontier  necessitating  a western  campaign.  At  this 
time  the  Thracian  Maximinus  saw  his  chance  and  instigated  a plot  and 
had  Alexander  killed.  Thus  ended  the  Severan  Dynasty  of  43  years 
and  7 Emperors. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here  are 
supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD , pub- 
lished and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Coin 
Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any 
other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 


COOK  ISLANDS 

*Y20  5 Dollars  1978,  .500  Silver  (40mm),  Wildlife  Conservation 

*Y22  200  Dollars  1978,  .900  Gold,  200th  Anniv.  Discovery  of  Hawaii 

(Note:  Y22  was  previously  reported  as  Y20  in  the  February 

1978  report  and  has  been  renumbered.) 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Y92  50  Haleru  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (20.8mm) 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

*Y64  10  Mark  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (31mm) , First  Orbital  Flight 

IRAN 

Y16  20  Rial  SH1357  (1978),  Cupro-Nickel  (31mm) 

50th  Anniversary  Bank  Melli 

MALTA 

*Y45  1 Pound  1977,  .925  Silver  (23.6mm) 

*Y46  2 Pounds  1977,  .925  Silver  (28.5mm) 

*Y47  5 Pounds  1977,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm) 

*Y48  25  Pounds  1977,  .916  Gold  (22mm) 

*Y49  50  Pounds  1977,  .916  Gold  (28.4mm) 

*Y50  100  Pounds  1977,  .916  Gold  (34mm) 

TANZANIA 

Y10  5 Shillings  1978,  Cupro-Nickel,  Third  F.A.O.  Coinage 

THAILAND 

Y79b  10  Satang  BE2500  (1957),  Tin  (17.5mm) 

Y127  1 Baht  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (25mm),  Graduation  of  Crown  Prince 

*Y128  150  Baht  1978,  .925  Silver  (35mm),  Graduation  of  Crown  Prince 

*Y129  3,000  Baht  1978,  .900  Gold  (26mm),  Graduation  of  Crown  Prince 

TURKEY 

*Y133  150  Lira,  1978,  Silver,  World  Cup  Soccer  Championship 

VATICAN  CITY 

Y133  5 Lire  1978,  Aluminum,  16th  Year  Coinage 

Y134  10  Lire  1978,  Aluminum,  16th  Year  Coinage 

Y135  20  Lire  1978,  A 1 um . -Bronze , 16th  Year  Coinage 

Y136  50  Lire  1978,  Stainless  Steel,  16th  Year  Coinage 

Y137  100  Lire  1978,  Stainless  Steel,  16th  Year  Coinage 

Y138  200  Lire  1978,  Stainless  Steel,  16th  Year  Coinage 

*Y139  500  Lire  1978,  Silver,  16th  Year  Coinage 

*Y140  500  Lire  1978,  Silver,  Sede  Vacante 

(Note:  The  1978  Sede  Vacante  previously  announced  in  last 

month's  report  as  Y133  has  been  renumbered  as  Y140.) 

VIETNAM  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC 

Y1  1 Xu  ND  (1975),  Aluminum  (19.5mm) 

Y2  2 Xu  1975,  Aluminum  (21mm) 

(Continued  on  page  408) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Numismatic  Digest y VoZ.  J,  Pt.  1.  June  1977.  74pp,  7 plates,  glossy 

paper.  Published  by  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India,  edited  by  Dr. 

P.  L.  Gupta.  Rs  30.00.  $3.50  U.S.  £2  Sterling.  (Prices  per  issue). 

This  is  a new  and  most  timely  publication,  launched  in  India  by  that 
doyen  of  Indian  numismatics.  Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta.  The  quality  of  the 
paper,  printing  and  photography  are  all  excellent.  Each  of  the  first 
56  pages  contains  the  name  of  some  firm  that  has  contributed  towards 
the  cost  of  production.  Both  the  Indian  firms  and  Dr.  Gupta  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  a worthwhile  piece  of  work. 

There  are  15  articles  in  this  issue,  most  of  them  rather  specialized, 
or  dealing  with  a single  (often  new)  coin.  Unknown  coins  in  India  are 
always  coming  to  light.  For  the  general  collector,  the  most  valuable 
and  interesting  articles  are: 

i)  Coins  from  Andhra  Pradesh. 

ii)  Coins  of  the  Arjunayanas. 

iii)  Copper  Coins  of  Bahiri  Rulers. 

Some  83  coins  are  illustrated  obverse  and  reverse. 

Pt.  II.  December  1977. 

There  are  14  articles  in  this  issue  with  69  pages  and  a number  of 
photos  scattered  through  the  text.  I hope  it  will  be  financially 
possible  to  return  to  the  format  of  Part  1.  Here  again  most  of  the 
articles  deal  with  individual  coins  and  are  for  specialists.  How- 
ever, there  are  useful  short  articles  for  the  general  collector,  as 
follows : 


i) 

Local  Coins  of  Elichpur.  (These 
article  is  very  timely.) 

are  common  coins 

ii) 

Coins  of  Vijayanandid. 

iii) 

A Doubtful  Series  of  Haidar  Ali. 

(Mysore) . 

iv) 

New  Coins  of  Sebaka. 

v) 

The  Coins  of  Shiva  Simha  and  his 

Queens.  (Assam) 

This  publication  is  a must  for  all  collectors  of  Indian  coins,  as  well 
as  all  society  reference  libraries.  I sincerely  hope  that  all  col- 
lectors of  Indian  coins  will  support  it.  In  the  days  of  the  Raj 
there  were  many  interesting  and  valuable  archaeological  and  numis- 
matic societies  and  publications.  This  no  longer  seems  to  be  so. 

For  membership,  etc.,  write  to:  Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta,  Numismatic  Society 

of  Bombay,  317,  Neelara,  108  Worli  Sea  Face  Rd.,  Bombay  400  018,  INDIA. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell. 


MONNAIES  ROY A LES  FRANCA  I SES,  by  Victor  Gadoury  & Frgdgric  Droulers; 
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1978.  For  further  information,  contact  James  Lorah,  P.  0.  Box  24483, 
Oakland  Park,  Fla.  33307. 

A book  has  recently  made  its  appearance  in  the  numismatic  marketplace 
which  anyone  familiar  with  the  period  covered  would  not  have  believed 
possible  to  be  written.  Only  exhausting,  lengthy  and  diligent  research 
into  many  ancient  and  musty  archives  brought  to  light  the  information 
necessary  for  its  compilation. 

The  period  of  time  covered  is  from  1610  through  1792  and  encompasses 
the  reigns  of  Louis  XIII  through  the  Royal  Issues  of  Louis  XVI.  The 
Constitutional  Issues  under  Louis  XVI  have  not  been  included,  as  they 
have  already  been  catalogued  by  several  others.  A most  important  fact 
to  remember  is  that  during  this  period  France  issued  approximately  50% 
of  all  the  coinage  in  Europe,  which  make  the  accomplishment  of  this 
work  all  the  more  formidable. 


Each  reign  is  prefaced  with  a list  of  the  mints  then  in  operation,  giving 
their  respective  mintmarks  and  the  periods  of  time  during  which  they 
actually  operated.  This  is  important  information,  as  all  mints  did  not 
operate  during  all  the  reigns,  nor  did  they  always  operate  during  the 
entire  duration  of  any  given  reign. 

While  the  book  is  written  in  French,  this  should  not  prove  any  insur- 
mountable obstacle  for  one  who  does  not  read  French.  The  various  reigns 
and  dates  are  given  in  chronological  sequence  and  the  coins  are  listed 
from  the  smallest  to  the  greatest  values,  which  makes  the  book  easy  to 
follow. 


At  the  beginning  of  each  listing  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  coin 
described  is  shown  by  a very  clear  photograph.  Between  the  photographs 
particulars  of  the  coin  are  given,  including  the  metal  content,  official 
weight,  diameter  in  millimeters,  type  of  edge  and  the  name  of  the  en- 
graver. For  those  who  do  not  read  French  the  following  will  be  of 
considerable  help: 


Cuivre  Pur  = Pure  Copper 

Billon  = Billon;  percentages  of  silver  and  other  metal 

usually  follows. 

Argent  = Silver 

Or  = Gold 


The  types  of  edges  are  as 


follows: 


Tranche  Lisse  = 
Tranche  Cordonee  = 
Tranche  en  Relief  = 

Tranche  Chainge  = 
Tranche  MaiJ,l£e  = 
Tranche  Orn£e  = 
Tranche  Chevronnge  = 
Tranche  Fleuronnge  = 


Smooth  Edge 

Twisted  or  Braided  Rope  Edge 
Raised  Lettering  on  Edge  (The  inscription 
follows  in  such  case) . 

Chain  Edge 

Stitch  or  mail  Edge  (as  in  armor) . 
Ornamented  Edge  (usually  rather  elaborate) . 
Herringbone  Edge 
Flowered  Edge 


Prices  are  given  in  three  grades  as  follows:  TB  = F+;  TTB  = VF+;  and 

SUP  = XF-AU.  No  coin  has  been  costed  unless  it  is  absolutely  known  to 
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exist.  If  a coin  has  been  reported  to  exist,  but  no  actual  record  of 
its  existence  has  been  unearthed,  rather  than  prices  one  finds  the 
statement:  "signale  mais  non  confirmee".  If  there  is  no  mintage  fig- 
ure, but  instead  six  dashes  ------  , this  means  that  the  piece 

is  known  to  exist,  but  that  no  mintage  figure  has  been  found.  If  no 
mintage  figure,  but  three  dashes  , this  indicates  that  a mintage 

figure  has  been  found,  but  no  record  of  sale  or  other  proof  of  exist- 
ence has  been  found.  A mintage  figure  followed  by  "fn"  indicates  that 
the  piece  was  struck  on  a New  Planchet.  If  followed  by  "rf",  the  coin 
was  struck  over  an  existing  coin  of  an  earlier  time.  Several  other 
terms  which  appear  instead  of  mintage  figures  are:  Peu  = Few;  Assez 

Peu  = Very  Few;  and  Tres  Peu  = Extremely  Few. 

As  one  may  well  imagine,  to  arrive  at  actual  mintage  figure  for  these 
early  coins  was  no  easy  matter.  It  took  many  years  of  dedicated  re- 
search, not  only  on  the  part  of  Messr.  Droulers  and  Gadoury,  but  sever- 
al other  numismatists  and  archivists  of  repute  as  well.  National,  pro- 
vincial and  departmental  archives  were  thoroughly  searched  and  in  a 
surprising  number  of  instances  actual  mintage  figures  were  discovered. 
In  many  other  cases,  while  actual  mintage  figures  could  not  be  found, 
the  weight  of  the  metal  authorized  and  actually  delivered  to  the  mints 
was  found.  Therefore,  knowing  the  weight  of  a coin  it  was  simply  a 
mathematical  exercise  to  divide  the  weight  of  the  metal  by  the  weight 
of  a single  coin  to  determine  how  many  coins  were  actually  struck. 

This  method  is  accurate  to  98-99%.  Mintage  figures  for  these  coins 
are  given  in  normal  Arabic  numerals.  Figures  given  in  italic  numbers 
are  less  exact  and  were  arrived  at  in  the  following  manner.  In  some 
cases  for  which  neither  a mintage  figure  nor  a metal  weight  were  to 
be  found,  the  approximate  value  of  the  metal  authorized  for  striking 
certain  coins  - which  value  could  vary  from  one  time  period  to  another 
- was  found.  Again,  by  an  arithmetical  procedure  approximate  mintage 
figures  were  arrived  at.  The  authors  take  pains  to  point  out  that 
these  figures  are  reliable  only  within  a range  of  70  to  130%. 

Here  then,  is  a reference  which  should  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
collector  of  French  Royal  Coinage  and  which  should  go  along  way  to  pro- 
mote continuing  and  increased  interest  in  this  series.  The  work  is 
erudite  and  accurate  beyond  any  bounds  which  one  might  possibly  have 
expected. 


Reviewed  by  James  Lorah 


DIE  MUNZEN  DES  Z AREN  ALEXANDER  III t 1881-1895 , by  Reinhold  Kaim.  80pp, 
soft-bound,  illus.  German  text  with  some  English  sub-titles.  Avail- 
able from  North-East  Coin  Co.,  P.  0.  Box  CC,  Hillsboro,  N.H.  03244  at 
$16.00  postpaid.  (N1  members  will  be  given  a 20%  discount  on  this  book 
if  they  give  their  membership  number.) 

This  is  volume  three  in  Kaim's  special  series  on  Russia.  Volume  two  on 
Nicholaus  II,  1894-1917,  was  reviewed  in  the  April  1978  BULLETIN , and 
volume  one  on  the  USSR,  1921-1973,  in  the  December  1977  BULLETIN. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  previous  two  volumes,  this  issue  is  well  illus- 
trated; contains  weights,  measurements,  metallic  contents,  mintmarks; 
valuations;  plus  a list  of  spelling  variations  used  between  1700  and 
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1977  in  coin  denominations.  Coins  are  cross-indexed  from  Kaim  numbers 
to  Dietzel,  Yeoman  and  Harris  numbers. 

Collectors  of  Russian  coinage  will  find  the  research  well  done  and  the 
German  text  highly  informative.  Indeed  it  is  hoped  that  the  author  will 
continue  to  work  backwards  through  the  history  of  Russian  coinage  with 
the  same  thoroughness  as  is  found  in  this  and  the  previous  two  volumes. 

Reviewed  by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 


THE  STANDARD  AUSTRALIAN  COIN  CATALOGUE,  Seventh  Edition , by  John  Gartner. 
32pp.  Available  from  The  Hawthorn  Press, 601  Little  Rourke  St.,  Mel- 
bourne, Australia  3000.  $2.50  Australian  postpaid. 

This  book  covers  the  coinage  of  Australia,  Fiji,  New  Guinea,  New  Zealand 
and  Western  Samoa  with  valuations  in  4 conditions  from  Fine  through  UNC. 
Australian  gold  coins  are  not  listed.  Mintage  figures  and  mint  marks  are 
given,  but  there  are  no  photographs.  Tokens  of  Australia  and  New  Zeal- 
and are  listed  and  priced  in  Fine  to  Very  Fine  condition. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  VICTORIAN  COINAGE  OF  CYPRUS,  by  M.  L.  Santamas.  116pp,  7 pi.,  soft 
cover.  Limited  to  500  copies.  Available  from  M.  L.  Santamas,  27  A 
Makarios  Ave.,  Larnaca,  Cyprus.  $9.00  US  Seamail  Postpaid. 

This  scholarly  work  concerns  the  coinage  of  Cyprus  from  1878-1901  and 
is  written  by  one  of  the  world's  leading  authorities  on  the  subject. 

It  is  of  interest  only  to  the  specialist  of  this  series  and  large  lib- 
raries . 

The  booklet  covers  the  first  set  of  bronze  coins  with  Queen  Victoria's 
portrait  dated  1879  and  issued  for  Cyprus;  the  1881-1882  Cyprus  coinage 
struck  at  Birmingham,  England;  the  modification  of  the  dies;  the  intro- 
duction of  the  first  silver  coinage  in  1901;  and  the  1878  British 
threepence  which  was  sent  to  Cyprus  with  the  incorrect  spelling  on  the 
obverse  of  BRITANNIAR  as  DRITANNIAR.  After  summarizing  these  events 
in  a very  clear  presentation  in  15  pages,  the  author  presents  a number 
of  government  documents  pertaining  to  these  subjects.  The  various 
type  coins  are  shown  in  the  plates. 

Michael  Santamas  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  very  young  Cyprus  Numis- 
matic Society.  Mainly  through  his  efforts  as  editor,  an  excellent 
printed  journal  is  published  yearly  by  the  Society.  This  present  work 
if  the  Society's  first  monograph. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  COMMEMORATIVE  COINAGE  OF  MODERN  SPORTS,  by  Mary  A.  Danaher,  184pp, 
hard  cover.  $9.95  Postpaid  from  A.  S.  Barnes  & Co.,  Cranbury,  NJ  08512. 
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29  chapters,  11  of  them  on  Canadian  Olympic  coinage,  cover  the  various 
international  games  and  sporting  events.  Enlarged  photos,  some  of  them 
not  as  clear  as  they  could  be,  show  the  various  sports  coins.  Tables  in 
each  chapter  include  the  basic  data  on  each  coin  including:  country, 

date,  denomination,  mintage,  diameter,  weight,  metal  content  and  mint. 

A brief  history  of  each  of  the  major  games,  as  well  as  interesting 
data  on  the  coins  is  presented  in  the  text. 

The  author  has  been  collecting  coins  since  1965  so  is  at  home  with 
numismatics . 

The  book  is  a good  introduction  to  a most  interesting  and  increasingly 
popular  topical  series. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


NEW  ISSUES  (Continued  from  page  403 ) : 

VIETNAM  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  (Cont'd): 

Y3  5 Xu  ND,  Aluminum,  (1977) 

Y4  1 Dong  1976,  Aluminum 

CORRECTION:  In  the  September  1978  listings,  German  Democratic  Republic 

Y63  was  listed  as  Cupro-Nickel . Information  from  Klaus  Persing  in 
Halle-Neustadt , GDR  confirms  that  this  issue  is  Silver.  If  you  keep 
up  with  this  information,  you  may  want  to  correct  the  September  listing. 

*********************************************************************** 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


ANNUAL  AWARDS  DINNER:  Again,  the  Annual  Awards  Dinner  will  take  place 

of  the  monthly  Educational  Forum.  The  dinner  will  be  held  once  again 
at  the  home  of  Bill  & Lee  Benson,  4024  Montwood,  Dallas.  We  found 
this  arrangement  last  year  much  more  enjoyable  than  having  it  at  a 
public  restaurant.  The  cost  will  be  $6.50  per  person  and  will  include 
a German  motif  dinner  and  all  drinks,  including  cocktails.  Cocktails 
will  be  served  at  7:30  PM  and  dinner  will  be  approximately  8:00  PM  on 
Friday,  December  15th.  For  further  information  and  reservations,  call 
Ross  Schraeder  at  (214)  239-4347  or  write  to  the  regular  NI  mailing 
address.  This  is  quite  a bargain  and  we  urge  all  NI  members  who  are 
able  to  attend  to  come  and  have  a good  time. 

Roger  Zimmerman,  P.  0.  Box  6206,  Ponce,  Puerto  Rico  00732:  Please 

write  for  my  extensive  trade  list  of  foreign  coins. 

********************************************************************* 

(Editor : You  will  notice  very  sparse  use  of  the  Member  Notice  Page. 

Again,  a reminder,  it  is  FREE  and  highly  successful  in  most  instances 
for  those  using  it.  Why  not  send  in  a notice  for  next  month  s issue? 
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